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Radio Traffic 
It has been a while since I have written a Lessons Learned, so I thought I 
would take the time to review a couple of things that I have noticed. 
Although these details may appear to be minor, they are part of a bigger 
picture. 

In the last couple of months, I have had the opportunity to spend some 
time in the ECC. It has reminded me that there are always two sides to 
every story. My side, being in the ECC in this case, reminded me that when 
I'm in the field, I need to pay more attention to the radio in the 
background. Back in August, we were in the middle of trying to dispatch 
two wildland fire responses (one in unit and one to SCU) when we were 
inundated with routine radio traffic: "Engine 17XX in service Local", 
"Company XX in quarters ready for numbers", "Felton, XXXX IC" ..........  
With keeping in mind that sometimes we miss or can't hear all radio traffic:  
we have to take a few seconds, before transmitting our messages, to listen 
to the radio and see if there might be something going on outside of our 
response area.  

While we're talking about radios, what about those repeater tones???? I 
have to admit that our unit is probably more complex when it comes to the 
radio stuff than others. Does every one know where our repeaters are and 
where each tone works?? I figured out real quick that there was a lot more 
to it than I thought! I have attached a map of the unit’s repeaters. Enjoy… 

Engine Company 18 has a very close call 
On Monday December 29th, most of the Battalion 11 apparatus had been 
responding to numerous crashes on Hwy 280. The reason - heavy rains. 
Although visibility was obscured and traffic was heavy, people that drive 
Highway 280 typically drive fast, rain or shine. As you can imagine, this 
shouts watch out! Battalion Chief Landuyt, with just under 20 years of 
experience on this highway, called for a tailgate safety meeting with all 
Battalion personnel after the first couple of crashes to review proper safety 
procedure. Part of the procedural review was going over spotting, scene 
safety, and basic driving under adverse conditions. FAE Santos assisted 
with this meeting.  

At around 11:30 hours, Medic Engine Company 18 was dispatched as part 
of a TC assignment for a vehicle accident involving three cars in the center 
divide on NB 280 just north of Vista three. Upon arrival, the engine was 
spotted in position to protect the scene, parking about 50’ in the center 
divide, just south of the incident. It was a minor injury accident and the 
crew dealt with the emergency   
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engine. Because the engine was parked on the center divide, the company 
officer and the firefighter checked the number 1 & 2 lanes prior to entering 
the engine. The company officer looked and saw a vehicle in the number 2 
lane a few hundred yards away. The coast was clear and both the company 
officer and the firefighter entered the engine. Just as the company officer 
shut his door, and before his right butt cheek hit the seat, the engine was 
side swiped by a car doing 65-85 mph. It was estimated by the crew that it 
took roughly 15 seconds from the time they saw the car to the time of 
impact. Luckily no one from the crew got hurt, but three passengers 
received minor injuries from the vehicle that struck the engine.  

The lessons learned here are that:  

1. It is of grave importance that you spot your apparatus to 
protect the scene. 

2. That you ALWAYS maintain a constant awareness of the 
roadway. 

3. Remember that during adverse weather conditions, the 
chances of something like this happening are increased 
dramatically!   

We are very lucky that we didn’t lose any firefighters, CHP Officers, or 
civilians on this incident! This was all due to the safety review by Chief 
Landuyt , FAE Santos, and the actions taken by Medic Engine 18!   
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